[Monoaminergic receptors and hypotheses of the mechanisms of action of 2nd generation antidepressive agents].
The inhibition of the serotonin and/or noradrenalin reuptake is often given as the mechanism of action of antidepressants. This may be true but it's certainly wrong! The diversity of chemical structure and pharmacological profiles of second generation antidepressants shows that the biochemical property that is the most often found is the inhibition of the uptake of 5-HT and/or NA. The difference of the kinetics between the inhibition of the monoamine reuptake and the antidepressant effect is only one of the reasons to believe that the real mechanism of their antidepressant action is elsewhere. The different hypotheses that have been proposed will be examined.